consideration thereof, he offered to give Rs. 50,0007-, as a
reward. The broker successfully arranged the marriage. But,
Sekhar refused to give the amount as promised by him to the
broker. Thereupon, the broker filed a suit against Sekhar claiming
the amount, promised by him. Is the broker entitled to claim the
said amount?

*   Under Section 26 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872, every
agreement in restraint of the marriage of any person, other
than a minor, is void.

As moneys paid under a marriage brokerage contract are
against public policy, and contracts to procure a wife in
marriage for reward is unenforceable, the broker cannot get
the amount claimed by him from Sekhar, as it is a void
contract.

177. Chaganlal Jewellery Mart deals in gold jewellery. It has
earned a very good name as it has been selling genuine gold and
has been executing the orders and giving the jewellery, within
the scheduled time. Thus, it has earned goodwill among the
public. While the said company is in a flourishing stage, one of
the partners separates from the partnership. At the time of
discharge of the partner from the partnership firm, an
understanding is made that the discharging partner should not
do similar business within a radius of three kilometers, at least
for a period of one year. Contrary to that, he starts a shop with
the same name with some small change * Chaganlal Jewellers'
within one kilometer distance within six months after he is
discharged from the partnership firm. Whether the action of the
discharging partner in setting up a rival business with the same
goodwill, contrary to the agreement, is valid?

*   Under Section 27 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872, every
agreement by which any one is restrained from exercising a
lawful profession, trade or business of any kind is to that
extent void. But, under exception 1, one who sells the goodwill
of a business may agree with the buyer to refrain from
carrying on a similar business within specified local limits so
loi*g as the buyer or any person deriving title to the goodwill
from him, carries on a like business therein; provided that
such limits appear to the court reasonable, regard being had
to the nature of the business.
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